September 19, 2006

Important Upcoming Events

Wednesday, September 20th:
Reception for Candidates endorsed by the UF for the Governing Board election:  DVC, 2-4 pm, Trophy Room. Refreshments will be served.  Come and welcome our candidates!

Friday, September 29th:   
Voting closes for Affiliation Election. Ballots have been distributed.  Vote for or against affiliation and which affiliate if the majority of those voting vote for affiliation. 

Friday, September 29th:
Deadline to submit petitions to run for UF President and 




Executive Board seats.

Friday, October 6th: 
IBB Negotiations Session at the District Office 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.

Executive Board Endorses Four Candidates

 for the CCCCD Governing Board

The UF Executive Board has endorsed four candidates for the upcoming CCCCD Governing Board election on November 7th.  Two of the candidates the UF has endorsed are running unopposed, Tony Gordon in Ward 1 and Tomi Van de Brooke in Ward 2, and two of the candidates are running in what are predicted to be difficult races, Greg Enholm in Ward 3 opposing Sheila Grilli and Frank Quattro in Ward 4 opposing John Nejedly. Along with the endorsement of the Executive Board comes monetary contributions from PAC funds and help with their respective campaigns. Come to a reception to meet the endorsed candidates in the Trophy Room at DVC on Wednesday, September 20th from 2:00 – 4:00 pm.

Below, find statements about each of the candidates endorsed by the UF. The statements and any quotations therein are drawn from the candidates’ materials including their answers to the questionnaires prepared by the UF Political Action Committee.  A special thank you goes out to the PAC members for all their hard work in speaking to candidates, gathering materials, organizing forums, and making recommendations about this crucial election.  

The Contested Seats

Greg Enholm is running against Sheila Grilli for the Ward 3 seat on the CCCCD Governing Board, which includes Martinez and parts of Concord, western Bay Point, Pacheco, and Pleasant Hill.  Greg has been a teacher for ten years and now teaches math at the Athenian School in Danville and the Orion Academy in Moraga. In addition to teaching, Greg has owned his own business, co-edited and authored books and articles on the subject of U.S. electrical utilities, and served as a financial economist with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. Greg is serving now in elected positions on the Ambrose Recreation and Park District and the Contra Costa County Democratic Central Committee.  He also produces two weekly cable television series on Comcast, and assisted Jo Ann Cookman in her election by producing a campaign video for her.

Greg has been interested in the CCCCD since he moved to this county in 1998 and took courses at Los Medanos College.  He has closely watched the Governing Board’s actions since 2004 when Cookman was elected to the Board.  In his answers to the UF Candidate Questionnaire, he stated that he has “seen the decline which resulted in course offering reductions, faculty/staff departures, threatened layoffs of all faculty, and faculty/staff pay cuts.” He further states that he “not only opposed all of these actions, [but he] believe[s] that they occurred mostly due to Board and Senior Management errors and incompetence.”  If he becomes a trustee, his first area of focus will be to assure a healthy financial picture for the district to avoid a return to the prior instability.  As Greg points out, if elected, he will be the only Board member who has an educational background in finance and professional experience as a financial analyst.  In addition, he will focus on increasing student enrollment by promoting a higher profile for the CCCCD among his fellow local high school teachers.  Lastly, he will “conduct a county-wide effort to raise awareness of how much CCCCD benefits county residents.”

As a teacher himself, Greg strongly supports the role of faculty in community colleges.  He believes that since it is the faculty who deliver the education to the students, all Board actions should be assessed as to what effect they will have on faculty, staff, and students.  He further believes that it may be time for a comprehensive review to determine if some management positions can be eliminated or consolidated, whether management pay is appropriate, whether there is unnecessary duplication of functions between the district office and the colleges, whether the financial reporting system is adequate, and whether the District’s collective bargaining team has been bargaining in good faith.

Frank Quattro is running against John Nejedly for the Ward 4 seat on the CCCCD Governing Board. Ward 4 includes parts of Walnut Creek, Danville, San Ramon, Alamo, Blackhawk, Clayton, and Byron.  Frank has been a resident of the county for many years, having graduated from both Diablo Valley College and San Francisco State University.  He was an instructor in the Mount Diablo and San Ramon Valley school districts and in private education for four years before starting his own business as a mortgage banker.  Because he owns his own business, Frank has “experience with managing employees, negotiating contracts, establishing financial goals and implementing programs to achieve those goals.”  In addition to attending to his business, Frank has been an active participant in the Democratic party as a member of the Executive Committee and chair of the Clubs Committee of the Contra Costa County Democratic Central Committee.

Frank states that he is running for the Ward 4 Board seat because he believes that the CCCCD “is a precious community resource that has been badly mismanaged.  As a result, the CCCCD is now beset with declining enrollment, budget shortfalls, and an inability to retain qualified faculty.”  Because he is a graduate of DVC, he says that he is “eager to give back to an institution that gave [him] direction and a wonderful education.”  He would like to ensure “that all students are provided with the same opportunities” that he was given.  As a trustee, his first priority will be to increase enrollment with improved recruitment and retention strategies.  In addition, he will explore ways to develop alternative sources of funding for the district, such as through expanded alumni outreach, endowments, and corporate sponsorships.  Further, he believes the district must restore salary and benefit concessions to faculty and staff as soon as possible and look for ways to budget for more fulltime faculty.  It is his position that the “CCCCD needs to return to a time when the faculty was valued as a partner and treated with respect” as “a necessary step for all sides to work together toward the primary goal of educating students.” He believes that the district must look at redundant and unnecessary administrative payroll costs as ways to ensure a 5% minimum reserve and work toward meeting the state’s 75% full-time faculty guidelines. “While staff and management are certainly integral to a well run college, no component is as important as a qualified faculty.  Consequently, I believe that recruiting and retaining outstanding educators should be the district’s highest budget priority.”

The Uncontested Seats

Tony Gordon is running unopposed in Ward 1 and will begin his term on the Governing Board in December 2006.  Ward 1 includes San Pablo, Richmond, El Cerrito, and El Sobrante.   He is a retired college instructor who taught and served in management roles at Contra Costa College for more than 36 years.  Since his retirement, he has continued to teach on a part-time basis at CCC until recently.  Tony has also been active in other organizations, including the Sierra Club, the NAACP, the Easter Hill United Methodist Church, and the Friends of the CCC Library.

Even though Tony is running unopposed, he has articulated what his priorities will be as a trustee.  His first priority will be to the students and what is best for their education.  Secondly, he believes the district must find a workable solution regarding the rising costs of medical benefits, so current and future retirees will be protected.  Lastly, Tony believes it is important to properly fund the colleges so they can “effectively meet their educational needs.”  In regard to removing the district from state scrutiny, Tony would recommend that the district “conduct a comparative study of other multi-campus management populations” with the possible outcomes leading  the district to “consider a reduction in [work]force.” 

Tomi Van de Brooke is currently the trustee for Ward 2 on the CCCCD Governing Board, having been selected to replace David Girard in 2004 when he resigned. Ward 2 covers Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda, Pinole, Crockett, Hercules, Kensington, Port Costa, Rodeo, and western Pleasant Hill.  Because Tomi was selected to fill the position rather than elected, she was required to run in this, the next, election in order to maintain the seat for the next two years.  Since she is running unopposed, she will maintain her seat. In addition to serving as a Board member, Tomi is a policy director for a private company.  She is also very active in the community, serving or having served on the Contra Costa Council, the City of Orinda Infrastructure Committee, Measure J Steering Committee Member and many others.

Tomi plans to continue with supporting “common sense solutions that have improved the fiscal integrity of the district and enhanced employee morale.”  Her primary areas of focus will continue to be retention and enrollment, workforce development, and fiscal accountability.  She believes that “all non-classroom options, particularly at the district office, should be considered before cuts are made to services where students are taught and supported.”  She continues with this idea by adding that “[r]egardless of the funding situation, I believe CCCCD must become more prudent and efficient with the funding it receives.”  In addition, she believes that “the faculty is the deliverer of our service, in this case education.  As such they should be valued by the district.  The faculty in turn must recognize the important role they play in the success of the district.”

More Information on the Candidates

Find the questionnaire responses of the candidates running for the CCCCD Governing Board posted on the UF website: http://www.ufccccd.org/news.htm.  Note that Tony Gordon’s responses are not posted because he was unable to supply a digital copy of his responses.  Hard copies of his responses are available by contacting Patti in the UF office.
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